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	Honouring John C. Martin  A Day of Science, Inspiration and Hope for Better Liver Health
	Ankita Chatterjee

	The morning continued with presentations by young postdoctoral researchers including Dr. Titli Nargis from Bose Institute, Dr. Somlata Khamaru from University of Burdwan, and Dr. Debayan Ganguli from the ICMR–National Institute for Research in Bacterial Infections. Their talks reflected the growing strength of biomedical research in India and highlighted ongoing work in infection biology, immunity, and disease research. Participants attended from a wide range of institutions including IPGMER Kolkata, Bose Institute, Jadavpur University, MAKAUT, CSIR-IICB, Indian Statistical Institute, Swami Vivekananda Institute of Modern Science, and the University of Calcutta. In the afternoon, the spotlight was shifted toward students and public engagement with science. The open-science session welcomed students from institutions such as Asutosh College, Lady Brabourne College, Jadavpur University, and Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational and Research Institute (RKMVERI). Dr. Ujjal Poddar, Professor and Head of Paediatric Gastroenterology at IILDS, delivered a keynote address. In his address, Dr. Poddar encouraged the students to engage in research. He also narrated his journey from childhood to becoming a better human being and a successful doctor.The students left the hall feeling deeply inspired. Students were later guided through the Women Scientists Gallery. This year we honored seven eminent women immunologists from India – Dr. Ashima Chatterjee, Dr. Gagandeep Kang, Dr. Indira Hinduja, Dr. Indira Nath, Dr. Kamal Ranadive, Dr. Manjula Reddy and Dr. Soumya Swaminathan. Later, JCMLRI scholars gave a tour to the students to several research laboratories, including cell biology , immunology, genomics, molecular biology, public health, and clinical research facilities. For many attendees, it was their first opportunity to step inside active research laboratories and witness how scientific discoveries are connected to real patient care. The student response to the symposium was overwhelmingly positive. Many described the experience as inspiring, motivating, and deeply informative. Others spoke about how the event helped them understand the direct impact biomedical science can have on public health and patient care.

