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Honouring John (. Martin
A Day of Science, Inspiration and Hope for
Better Liver Health

Ankita Chatterjee
Assistant Professor, JCMLRI

The John C. Martin Center for Liver Research and Innovations (JCMLRI)
organized the Second John C. Martin Birthday Symposium on May 7, 2026, at
the IILDS campus in Sonarpur, Kolkata. The symposium was held in memory of
the birthday of John C. Martin (May 7, 1951; Pennsylvania). He was a renowned
scientist and former CEO of Gilead Sciences. His work changed how the world
treats deadly viral diseases like HIV and hepatitis. Dr. Martin helped develop
medicines that turned once life-threatening HCV infections into manageable |
conditions for millions of people. He also believed strongly that life-saving |
treatments should reach patients regardless of their economic background,
especially in developing countries. The focus throughout the day remained clear |
— “Immunological and Biochemical Basis of Liver Disease Management”. The
symposium brought together scientists and healthcare professionals.

The morning session commenced with a warm welcome in the JCMLRI seminar
hall, followed by addresses from Dr. Amal Kr. Santra, Director of JCMLRI,and Dr.
Abhijit Chowdhury, Distinguished Professor and Chief Mentor, Liver Foundation, |
West Bengal. The inaugural lecture was delivered by Prof. Utpal Banerjee from
the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). His talk was a revisit to the
basic biochemistry of TCA cycle where he shared his published work in Cell,
2017 on the essential role of Pyruvate in the nuclear localization of enzymes. His
talk explored how studying cells and molecular processes can help scientists
better understand diseases and develop improved treatments in the future. Dr.
Shilpak Chatterjee from CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Biology (lICB),
Kolkata, also delivered an engaging faculty lecture on the roles of T cells in the
immune-microenvironment.
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The morning continued with presentations by young postdoctoral
researchers including Dr. Titli Nargis from Bose Institute, Dr. Somlata
Khamaru from University of Burdwan, and Dr. Debayan Ganguli from
the ICMR—-National Institute for Research in Bacterial Infections. Their
talks reflected the growing strength of biomedical research in India and
highlighted ongoing work in infection biology, immunity, and disease
research. Participants attended from a wide range of institutions
including IPGMER Kolkata, Bose Institute, Jadavpur University,
MAKAUT, CSIR-IICB, Indian Statistical Institute, Swami Vivekananda
Institute of Modern Science, and the University of Calcutta. In the
afternoon, the spotlight was shifted toward students and public
engagement with science. The open-science session welcomed
students from institutions such as Asutosh College, Lady Brabourne
College, Jadavpur University, and Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda
Educational and Research Institute (RKMVERI). Dr. Ujjal Poddar,
Professor and Head of Paediatric Gastroenterology at IILDS, delivered a
keynote address. In his address, Dr. Poddar encouraged the students to
engage in research. He also narrated his journey from childhood to
becoming a better human being and a successful doctor.The students
left the hall feeling deeply inspired. Students were later guided through
the Women Scientists Gallery. This year we honored seven eminent
women immunologists from India — Dr. Ashima Chatterjee, Dr.
Gagandeep Kang, Dr. Indira Hinduja, Dr. Indira Nath, Dr. Kamal
Ranadive, Dr. Manjula Reddy and Dr. Soumya Swaminathan. Later,
JCMLRI scholars gave a tour to the students to several research
laboratories, including cell biology , immunology, genomics, molecular
biology, public health, and clinical research facilities. For many
attendees, it was their first opportunity to step inside active research
laboratories and witness how scientific discoveries are connected to
real patient care. The student response to the symposium was
overwhelmingly positive. Many described the experience as inspiring,
motivating, and deeply informative. Others spoke about how the event
helped them understand the direct impact biomedical science can have
on public health and patient care.

By the end of the day, the symposium had achieved something
meaningful, it not only celebrated scientific excellence but also
encouraged the next generation of researchers to dream bigger and
think deeper towards betterment of the society.
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Jadaupur University and JC(MLRI Sign
Collahorative Research Agreement

Jadavpur University and the John C. Martin Centre for
Liver Research & Innovations (JCMLRI), a unit of the
Liver Foundation, West Bengal (LFWB), have entered
into a five-year Collaborative Research Agreement
aimed at strengthening interdisciplinary scientific
research, innovation, and academic cooperation in
areas of mutual interest, including translational and
liver-related research.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed
between Dr. Selim Box Mandal, acting registrar of
Jadavpur University (JU), and Dr. Parthasarathi
Mukherjee, secretary of the Liver Foundation, West
Bengal. The signing took place on May 12, 2026, at
4:30 PM in the Vice-Chancellor's office at Jadavpur
University. Dr. Abhijit Chowdhury, chief advisor of the
Liver Foundation, Dr. Chiranjib Bhattacharjee, Vice-
Chancellor of Jadavpur University, and Dr. Amitava
Datta, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Jadavpur University,
were also present on the occasion. (From left) Dr. Parthasarathi Mukhopadhyay, Dr. Abhijit Chowdhury, Dr.

Chiranjib Bhattacharjee, Dr. Amitava Datta and Dr. Selim Box Mandal

The Agreement, effective from June 1, 2026, to May 31, 2031, establishes a formal framework for collaborative
research projects, joint supervision of doctoral candidates, scientific publications, intellectual property
development, and the shared use of research infrastructure and expertise. The collaboration seeks to promote
high-quality research through combined academic, clinical, and technological capabilities. Under the Agreement,
both institutions will work together on jointly identified research projects and facilitate knowledge exchange
between university researchers, clinicians, scientists, and students.

A major feature of the partnership is its emphasis on PhD research and advanced academic training. Doctoral
candidates registered at Jadavpur University will have the opportunity to conduct research at both institutions
under the joint supervision of faculty members and scientific mentors. This initiative is expected to create an
enabling ecosystem for translational research and innovation-driven academic work.

The Agreement also provides a structured mechanism for:

Joint and independent scientific publications

Collaborative intellectual property generation and patent filing
Research reporting and ethical compliance

Shared access to laboratories, equipment, data, and research facilities
Long-term scientific cooperation and capacity building

LIVER FOUNDATION WEST BENGAL
20 YEARS OF 'GIVE LIFE A CHANCE'

The partnership is expected to support research outcomes, including peer-reviewed publications, patents, doctoral
theses, and innovations with potential clinical and societal applications. The Agreement further reinforces the
growing importance of university—research foundation partnerships in addressing complex biomedical and
scientific challenges through collaborative and interdisciplinary approaches.
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